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Anne’s State of the World Commentary – Misery Surrounds Them 

 
FRIDAY, 9 October, 1942  

(3 months and 3 days in hiding) 
Dear Kitty, 
 
        I’ve only got dismal and depressing news for you today.  Our many Jewish friends are being taken 
away by the dozen.  These people are treated by the Gesapo without a shred of decency, being loaded into 
cattle trucks and sent to Westerbork, the big Jewish camp in Drent.  Westerbork sounds terrible: only one 
washing cubicle for a hundred people and not nearly enough lavatories.  There is no separate 
accommodation.  Men, women, and children all sleep together.  One hears of frightful immorality because 
of this, and a lot of the women, and even girls, who stay there any length of time are expecting babies. 
       It is impossible to escape; most of the people in the camp are branded as inmates by their shaven heads 
and many also by their Jewish appearance. 
       If it is as bad as this in Holland, whatever will it be like in the distant and barbarous regions they are 
sent to?  We assume that most of them are murdered.  The English radio speaks of their being gassed. 
        Perhaps that is the quickest way to die.  I feel terribly upset.  I couldn’t tear myself away while Miep 
told these dreadful stories, and she herself was equally wound up for that matter.  Just recently for instance, 
a poor old crippled Jewess was sitting on her doorstep; she had been told to wait there by the Gestapo, who 
had gone to fetch a car to take her away.  The poor old thing was terrified by the guns that were shooting at 
English planes overhead, and by the glaring beams of the searchlights.  But Miep did not dare take her in; 
no-one would undergo such a risk.  The Germans strike without the slightest mercy.  Elli too is very quiet; 
her boy friend has got to go to Germany.  She is afraid about the airmen who fly over our homes will drop 
their bombs, often weighing a million kilos, on Dirk’s head.  Jokes such as “he’s not likely to get million” 
and “it only takes one bomb” are in rather bad taste.  Dirk is certainly not the only one who has to go; 
trainloads of the boys leave daily.  If they stop at a small station en route, sometimes some of them manage 
to get out unnoticed and escape, perhaps a few manage it.  This, however, is not the end of my bad news.  
Have you ever heard of hostages?  That’s the latest thing in penalties for sabotage.  Can you imagine 
anything so dreadful? 
      Prominent citizens – innocent people – are thrown into prison to await their fate.  If the saboteur can’t 
be traced, and Gestapo simply put about five hostages against the wall.  Announcements of their deaths 
appear in the paper frequently.  These outrages are described as “fatal accidents.”  Nice people, the 
Germans!  To think that I was once one of them too!  No, Hitler took away our nationality long ago.  In 
fact, Germans and Jews are the greatest enemies in the world. 
 Yours,  Anne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITIONS: 
 

 Dismal – dark, depressing 
 Gestapo – Nazi secret police units responsible for capturing hidden Jews.  Often, they acted like 

undercover cops, dressed in regular clothes, and spied on people. 
 Immorality – doing immoral (wrong, unlawful) acts 
 Saboteur – one who commits sabotage (a destructive act against an enemy) 
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QUESTIONS: FRIDAY, 9 October, 1942  
 

*All answers MUST be written in COMPLETE SENTENCES (restate and answer the 
question).  If asked to provide an example, then provide one!  You will receive NO 
CREDIT for each incomplete sentence! 
 

(1) Explain, in your own words, what Anne means when she says that the people are being taken away 
“without a shred of decency.” 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(2) What REASONS does Anne give for Westerbork being “terrible”? 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(3) On the line below, write one example of dehumanization that is found in lines 1-10. Use an EXACT 
QUOTE! 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(4) Anne refers to the conditions for the Jews in Holland as “bad.”  She then says, “…whatever will it be 
like in the distant and barbarous regions they are sent to?” 
 

What “distant and barbarous regions” are Anne referring to? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
(5) What horrible news has the English radio spoken of?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(6) Anne mentions that Elli (a.k.a Bep) is afraid that her boyfriend, Dirk, who is being sent to Germany, 
could die during an air raid. (when planes drop bombs) 
 

How does the reality of a bomb falling on the Secret Annexe affect the inhabitants? 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(7) What does Anne say Hitler took away from them? What is the result of this? (see last paragraph) 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(8) A) Use a dictionary and define the word “saboteur.”  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

B) Anne mentions that if a saboteur can’t be traced, “…The Gestapo simply put about five hostages 
against the wall.”   
 

Why do you think the Nazis put five Jewish hostages against the wall? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(9) Refer to lines 24-28: What is Anne’s tone when she says “Nice people, the Germans!”? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Anne’s State of the World Commentary – Misery Surrounds Them 

 

PART II 
 

Thursday, 19 November, 1942 
(4 months and 13 days into hiding) 

Dear Kitty, 
 
      Dussel is a very nice man, just as we had all imagined.  Of course he thought it was all right to share 
my little room. 
       Quite honestly I’m not so keen that a stranger should use my things, but one must be prepared to make 
some sacrifices for a good cause, so I shall make my little offering with a good will.  “If we can save 
someone, then everything else is of secondary importance,” says Daddy, and he’s absolutely right. 
     The first day that Dussel was here, he immediately asked me all sorts of questions:  When does the 
charwoman come?  When can one use the bathroom?  When is one allowed to use the lavatory?  You may 
laugh, but these things are not so simple in a hiding place.  During the day we mustn’t make any noise that 
might be heard downstairs, and if there is some stranger – such as the charwoman for example, then we 
have to be extra careful.  I explained all this carefully to Dussel.  But one thing amazed me: he is very slow 
up on the uptake.  He asks everything twice over and still doesn’t seem to remember.  Perhaps that will 
wear off in time, and it’s only that he’s thoroughly upset by the sudden change. 
      Apart from that, all goes well.  Dussel has told us a lot about the outside world, which we have missed 
for so long now.  He had very sad news.  Countless friends and acquaintances have gone to a terrible fate.  
Evening after evening the green and gray army lorries past.  The Germans ring at every front door to 
inquire if there are any Jews living in the house.  If there are, then the whole family has to go at once.  If 
they don’t find any, they go onto the next house.  No one has a chance of evading them  unless one goes 
into hiding.  Often they go around with lists, and only ring when they know they can get a good haul.  
Sometimes they let them off for cash – so much per head.  It seems like the slave hunts of olden times.  But 
it’s certainly no joke; it’s much too tragic for that.  In the evenings when it’s dark, I often see rows of good, 
innocent people accompanied by crying children, walking on and on, in charge of a couple of these chaps, 
bullied and knocked about until they almost drop  No one is spared – old people, babies, expectant 
mothers, the sick – each and all join in the march of death. 
     How fortunate we are here, so well cared for and undisturbed.  We wouldn’t have to worry about all this 
misery were it not that we are so anxious about all those dear to us whom we can no longer help. 
      I feel wicked sleeping in a warm bed, while my dearest friends have been knocked down or have fallen 
into a gutter somewhere out in the cold night.  I get frightened when I think of close friends who have now 
been delivered into the hands of the cruelest brutes that walk the earth.  And all because they are Jews!   
 
 Yours,  Anne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITIONS: 
 

 Dussel – Anne’s pseudonym (fake LAST name) for Fritz Pfeffer (a Dutch, Jewish dentist) who goes 
into hiding with the “Secret Annexe” inhabitants 

 Keen – happy, eager 
 Charwoman – a servant, maid, cleaning lady 
 Compassion – to show care and concern (to be empathetic) 
 Gratitude – to be thankful 

1 
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
15 
 
 
 
 
20 
 
 
 
 
25 
 
 



 

QUESTIONS: Thursday, 19 November, 1942  (4 months and 13 days into hiding) 
 

*All answers MUST be written in COMPLETE SENTENCES (restate and answer 
the question).  If asked to provide an example, then provide one!  You will receive 
NO CREDIT for each incomplete sentence! 
 

(10) What is Anne’s feeling about sharing  her room with Dussel?  
 
A) _____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

B) Why doesn’t she object to this arrangement? (use TEXT BASED details) 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
(11)Anne quotes her dad as saying, “If we can save someone, then everything else is of secondary importance.”   
 
What does this quote show about Mr. Frank’s attributes?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
(12)What sad news did Dussel deliver to everyone inside the “Secret Annexe”?   

**use SEVERAL DETAILED examples!! 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(13) Refer to lines 13-23: What are the TWO ways that Jews can parry being captured by the Nazis when they  
                                           came to the front door? 

      
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 (14) Refer to lines 19-26: In a 5-7 sentence paragraph (including topic sentences, explanations, and a wrap  
                                          up), answer the question below. 
 
 **Use DIRECT QUOTES as your examples.* 

 
How does Anne show she has compassion (care concern) for the “innocent people” she 
discusses AND how does she show she has gratitude (thankfulness) for the situation she is in? 

    
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


